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I want to express my sincerest condolences to the families and friends of the murdered women, 

Natalie Russell, Elizabeth Stevens and Debbie Fream, by Paul Denyer. 

 

Denyer is a violent offender sentenced to three life sentences for the abduction and shockingly 

violent killings of these beautiful women that Supreme Court Justice Frank Vincent described as 

"almost beyond comprehension”, committing “the most serious offence known to law [which] is 

a matter of deep concern to our society”. 

 

Having talked to the families of the murdered women, I understand how much this impacts not 

only the families, but also the community, as a whole. The lost friends, the lives not lived, the 

experiences lost, and laughs never shared, bear on us all.  

 

I promise to all Victorians that I will always stand up for women and girls, particularly against our 

most violent offenders who target our most vulnerable Victorians. 

 

I also want to urge the Premier and the Parliament of Victoria for tougher penalties for violent 

offenders, particularly those who target our women and girls. Reforms are necessary to ensure that 

something like this can never weigh on the minds of families ever again.  

 

I fully support the rejection of Denyer’s parole by the Victorian parole board, a full three decades 

after he brutally murdered these three innocent women. We cannot allow known violent offenders 

to be returned to society, allowing to strike again, causing yet more harm to innocent families. I 

will do everything in my power to make sure these women will not be forgotten. 
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